VENETIA,                               201
< I shall state my opinion respecting your father, madam, with the most perfect unreserve, wherever and whenever I choose; quite convinced that, however you esteem that opinion, it will not be widely different from the real sentiments of the only parent whom you ought to respect, and whom you are bound to obey.'
4 And I can tell you, sir, that whatever your opinion is on any subject it will never influence mine. If, indeed, I were the mistress of my own destiny, which I am not, it would have been equally out of my power to have acted as you have so singularly proposed. I do not wish to marry, and marry I never will; but were it in my power, or in accordance with my wish, to unite my fate for ever with another's, it should at least be with one to whom I could look up with reverence, and even with .admiration. He should be at least a man, and a great man; one with whose name the world rung ; perhaps, like my father, a genius and a poet,'
c A genius and a poet!' exclaimed Lord Cadurcis, in a fury, stamping with passion; ' are these fit terms to use when speaking of the most abandoned profligate of his age ? A man whose name is synonymous with infamy, and which no one dares to breathe in civilised life; whose very blood is pollution, as you will some day feel; who has violated every tie, and derided every principle, by which society is maintained; whose life is a living illustration of his own shameless doctrines ; who is, at the same time, a traitor to his king and an apostate from his God!'
Curiosity, overpowering even indignation, had permitted Venetia to listen even to this tirade. Pale as her comr panion, but with a glance of withering scorn, she exclaimed, ' Passionate and ill-mannered boy ! words cannot express the disgust and the contempt with which you inspire me.' She spoke and she disappeared. Cadurcis was neither aLble nor desirous to arrest her flight. He remained rooted to the ground, muttering to himself the word ' boy!' Suddenly raising his arm and looking up to the sky, he ex-